Prospectus

Welcome to Plaistow Pre-School
Established in 1966, Plaistow Pre-School is a community based preschool offering affordable care and education for 2 to 5 year olds.
The Pre-School’s stimulating learning environment is centred around
the ethos of ‘learning through play’. It is this ethos that assists
the children to develop the ‘prime areas’ of learning: communication
and language, physical development and personal, social and
emotional development. As children grow, the prime areas will help
them to develop skills in four specific areas: literacy, mathematics,
understanding the world and expressive arts and design so that all
children can confidently progress to the next stage of education.

Carol Krol has successfully managed Plaistow Pre-School for over two
decades and is fully qualified to NVQ level 3. Carol’s ability to engage
with the children in her care is excellent. Known as ‘Auntie Carol’
to the children, she is dedicated to ensuring their well-being and
confidence at pre-school and takes pride in each child’s development.
Carol has seen generations through the Pre-School and is much loved
by the pre-schoolers and their parents. In 2013, Carol was recognised
for her work at Plaistow Pre-School when she was nominated for
and won the ‘Teacher of the Year’ Award at the Spirit FM Local Hero
Awards.
The Pre-School is run by a Committee of parents who take pride in
the Pre-School’s long history of quality care and early years learning.

Why Choose Plaistow Pre-School?
We believe Plaistow Pre-School is the best environment for early
year’s education because:
We have over 40 years experience in the learning and development
of pre-school children. Lead Practitioner, Carol Krol, has led the
School for over two decades and together with her team of
energetic and trusted staff, provides consistency for the children as
well as a dedication to providing a safe, enjoyable and stimulating
environment for all children.
We have excellent facilities to cater for the maximum 24 children
that we are permitted to have in our care. The hall is spacious and
light and the garden is used at every opportunity throughout the
year to give the children a chance for fresh air and outdoor learning
and play.
We are only yards away from the Plaistow and Kirdford Primary
School. Many children progress to this school and Carol can collect
those children who attend morning sessions at the Primary School,
to walk them back to pre-school for the afternoon so that they can
finish their day in a familiar environment. She also helps to introduce
the children who are about to progress up to Primary by taking them
on visits to the Primary School. Carol knows the Headmaster and the
teachers well.
We are a pre-school that functions at the heart of the community,
combining the solid foundation of 40 years tradition with inspired
ideas for learning according to a modern curriculum.

A Typical Day at Plaistow Pre-School
Children arrive at Pre-School for 9am to be welcomed by ‘Auntie Carol’
and the Pre-School team. Every child has a peg with their name written
above it and some of the children like to hang their own coats and bags
upon arrival.
The hall is laid out with different activities and play areas so that the
children can select the activities they would like to become involved
in. For example they may like: play dough, painting, the reading area,
computer area, magnetic alphabet and numbers, setting up the railway
track and toys, the home and domestic area (babies, play food and tea
sets). The activities and play areas are changed throughout the day and
children can request the play areas they would like to see laid out.
There is a rolling snack during morning, children continue to play whilst
others take a break. Those children choosing snack time sit down
together to eat a healthy snack (often fruit) and water. At this quiet time,
Auntie Carol asks the children if they have any news that they would like
to share with the others (e.g. a birthday party or a holiday).
During the day, group activities take place, the children are encouraged
to sit together to discuss focus areas, interests the children may wish to
discuss, read, sing songs, dance or put on their coats and boots (or sun
hats in Summer) for outdoor play in the Pre-School’s secure garden.

Each week, the children focus on a particular letter sound and are
encouraged to bring in an object that begins with or is associated
with that letter sound of the week. As primary school age approaches,
children increase their practice of letters and numbers, writing their
name and building up confidence socially and academically. During
the summer term, the children take part in weekly P.E. sessions in
preparation for those soon to attend Primary school.
Lunch club provides children with the opportunity to sample what
lunch is like at primary school with the experience of taking a lunchbox with them and sitting down with friends to eat under supervision

Other Events and Activities
Wednesdays are very often ‘excursion days’ when children get a
chance to visit local attractions. Past trips have included: a walk
around the bluebell woods, Winkworth Arboretum, Chichester Canal
and Christmas Pantomimes.
All Children are given starring roles in the Pre-School nativity play at
Christmas. They also enjoy the fancy dress dance around the Maypole
every Mayday, a tradition that has existed since the School was first
established and the inspiration for the Pre-School’s logo.
Sports day is also held on the Village Green just before the end of the
Summer term.

Learning through play Outdoors and in
We are very proud of our wonderful garden and are very fortunate to
have this fantastic resource to make the most of learning outdoors. The
wooden Gazebo is a real focal point to the garden and provides a lovely
sheltered area for the children to enjoy. In addition to the outdoor play
equipment, we have areas for the children to plant their own seeds and
bulbs and to take part in other developmental activities such as water
and sand play, ball play and other tactile activities.
The Pre-School Committee ensures the garden is maintained regularly
and every spring we look forward to seeing what the children have
planted.

Our local Offer

We welcome all children to our Pre-School and work closely with families
to identify and work with any special educational needs. Plaistow PreSchool aims to communicate to all families a willingness to share their
concerns and worries.
All families are invited to share their children’s likes and preferences
in writing, so the setting can provide for their individual needs. If a
keyworker working with a child feels that there could be a need, then
communication would be made with the parent(s) on a one-to-one
basis to determine whether an Education Health Care Plan would be the
best option. All steps in this process would be shared with the child and
parent(s).
We believe in our Equal Opportunities Policy and if a family whose child
has been diagnosed with a need, we would invite them to the setting to
assess our facilities. Within the village hall, we have wheelchair access
to both the hall and garden areas, as well as disabled toilet facilities. We
have soft play equipment and a sensory area can be created.

Early Years Foundation Stage
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is a framework developed
to support children’s learning and development from birth to 5.
Plaistow Pre-School ensures that all sessions incorporate elements of
the (EYFS) through structured and varied play sessions. Children are
supported and encouraged to develop both academically and socially.
Emphasis is placed on learning at a rate that suits each individual
child to support confidence and self esteem. The Pre-School regularly
reviews the syllabus to keep up-to-date with current EYFS guidance
and OFSTED criteria.
The current EYFS curriculum consists of 7 areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes in early years settings. All areas of learning and development are important and interconnected. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning and for building their capacity to
learn, form relationships and thrive.
The 3 Prime areas include:
- Communication and language
- Physical development
- Personal, social and emotional development
These are strengthened and applied through an additional 4 Specific
areas which include:
- Literacy
- Mathematics
- Understanding the world
- Expressive arts and design

For more information, please visit www.gov.uk/early-years-foundationstage. Carol will be happy to show examples of EYFS work with the
children.

Our OFSTED Rating
In October 2011 we were delighted to receive a ‘Good’ rating from
the Office of Standards in Education (OFSTED). The Inspector’s report
complimented the School’s facilities, staff, education and overall learning
environment.
On the overall effectiveness of the early years provision:
“Children are warmly welcomed by caring and understanding staff into a
safe and secure environment. Overall, most children’s learning needs are
addressed successfully to ensure they are developing personal qualities and
skills for the future. Children are well motivated and build good
relationships with the adults, particularly with the lead practitioner. Strong
links are forged with the parents, the school and local community; there
are clear open lines of communication. Evaluation and continuous
improvement is an integral part of the staff practice, which ensures that
outcomes for children are positive.”
The Inspector also noted in her report that:
“Children feel safe and secure and behave in a safe and non-challenging
way. This is because staff ensure children develop a good sense of
self-worth through effective positive encouragement and regular praise
during play.”
To view the full report please visit www.ofsted.gov.uk or please speak to
Carol.

Fundraising
Plaistow Pre-School is a registered charity that relies on fundraising
events to keep the fees relatively low. We hold a number of fundraising
events throughout the year and the Pre-School’s Maypole Fete is a very
important date in the local calendar. Based on the traditional English
fete format, there is plenty of fun for all the family and central to the
whole day is the children’s fancy dress dance around the Maypole.
We usually have a local celebrity to judge the competition. In 2008,
Julie Walters very kindly agreed to come along and do the judging and
in 2014, local personality Jodie Kidd joined in the dance around the
Maypole.
We are also a registered charity with the Google search engine, which
enables sellers to give a percentage of the sale of items to Plaistow
Pre-School.

Plaistow Pre-School Testimonials
“The close link we have with Plaistow Pre-School is highly valued, the
children come to us in Reception well prepared to continue their learning
jounery. I also feel that pupils who start in Reception are well prepared for
school life.”
(Mr King, Headmaster Plaistow and Kirdford Primary School)
“Plaistow Pre-School has a wonderful family atmosphere, and it is clear
that Carol and the staff genuinely care about each individual child. My
daughter looks forward to going every day.”
(Natalie Hume, Mummy to Abigail)
“My daughter has just started school after nearly 2 years in Plaistow
Pre-School, and is a happy and confident girl, and already regularly gets
the school bus to and from school with her friends. Her little brother is
continuing at the Pre-School for another year before he follows on, and
so he will continue to enjoy the learning environment as one of the older
boys in the Pre-School now, with more of a sense of responsibility. Carol
and the staff have a perfect balance of teaching and caring, with total
focus on the children at all times, without wrapping them in
cotton wool, and allowing them to be the little children they still are.”
(Tamsin Simpson, Mummy to Matilda and Daniel)
“Plaistow Pre-School is like home from home, my 2 year old son has
settled in without a squeak, and shouts ‘hooray’ whenever I say it’s time for
pre-school. Infact on his 3rd day, he ran up to Carol the head teacher, with
big smiles and hugs! It’s such a friendly and warm environment, with great
indoor and outdoor activities and plenty to stimulate little people’s minds it’s a joy to have such a lovely pre-school on our doorstep.”
(Chantelle Rountree, Mummy to Arthur)

Session times
Morning Sessions: 9am - 12pm Monday to Friday
Morning Sessions with Lunch: 9am - 1pm Monday to Friday
Afternoon Sessions: 1pm - 3pm Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday

Fees (paid half-termly in advance)
Morning session: £10.50 (3 Hours)
Morning session with Lunch Club: £14.00 (4 hours)
All day session: £21.00 (6 hours)
Don’t forget that children are entitled to receive 15 hours of
Government funded sessions from the term after their 3rd birthday.
We also offer funded places for eligible two year olds, please contact
Carol for more information.

Terms & Conditions
To secure a place a registration fee of £20 is payable.
Payment of fees are to be made in advance and will be invoiced
half-termly at the beginning of every half-term. Payments should
be received within two weeks of the date of the invoice.
If a child is on holiday during term time, the full fees for that term
will still apply and will need to be paid.
In the event of sickness or holiday, fees will be non-refundable,
unless they are hospitalised, then the fees will be refunded.
On acceptance of a place, half a term’s written notice is required if
you wish to withdraw your child from the Pre-School. Fees are
payable during the notice period.
If you wish to alter the sessions attended, please discuss this with
the lead practitioner. For a reduction or withdrawal of sessions,
a half term’s notice period or payment in lieu of notice will be
required. This is term time only, therefore notice cannot be served
over the summer holidays. In unforeseen circumstances, due
consideration will be given.

Want to know more?
Call Carol Krol to arrange a visit
during term time on
(01403) 871329
email:
plaistow.preschool@gmail.com
Or visit our website:
www.plaistow.preschool.co.uk.

Winterton Hall, Plaistow
Ofsted No: 113649
Registered Charity No:305405

We look forward to hearing from you.

ENROLMENT FORM
Child’s Full Name:		
Date of Birth:
		
Address:						
Postcode:			

Contact 1 Name:

Relationship to child:

Address (if different from above) :
Contact Information
Home Telephone:

Mobile:

Work:
				
Email address:

Contact 2 Name:

Relationship to child:

Address (if different from above) :
Contact Information
Home Telephone:
Work:
Email address:

Mobile:

Emergency contact (if you cannot be reached):
Contact Name:

Relationship to child:

Contact Information
Home Telephone:

Mobile:

Work:
				
Email address:
Family Doctor:

Surgery:

Telephone Number:

Religion:
Any special health information including allergies and any dietary requirements:

Preferred start date:			
Days you wish your child to attend:
I agree to abide by the terms and conditions of Plaistow Preschool (see
below).
I enclose my child’s registration fee of 20.00 GBP and birth certificate
which will be returned to me on acceptance.
I object/do not object (delete as appropriate) to my child being photographed during pre-school
sessions.
I do/do not wish my phone number/email to be shared.
Signed: ______________________________
Date:

______________________________

I authorise medical treatment should this be necessary in the case of
an emergency.
Signed: ______________________________
Date:

______________________________

Terms & Conditions
• To secure a place a registration fee of 20.00 GBP is payable.
• Payment of fees is to be made in advance and will be invoiced half-termly at the beginning of every half-term. Payments should be received within two weeks of the date of the
invoice.
• Holidays during term-time - If a child is on holiday during term-time the full fees for that
term will still apply and will need to be paid.
• In the event of sickness, fees will be non-refundable. If the child will be absent for more
than a week, a medical certificate must be produced and half fees will be payable to ensure
that the child remains on the register. In the event of a serious illness the lead practitioner
and committee will assess the situation on a case-by-case basis.
• On acceptance of a place half a term’s written notice is required if you wish to withdraw
your child from the Preschool. Fees are payable during the notice period.
• If you wish to alter the sessions attended please discuss this with the lead practitioner.
For a reduction or withdrawal of sessions a half term’s notice period or payment in lieu of
notice will be required. This is term time only therefore notice cannot be served over the
summer holidays. In unforeseen circumstances due consideration will be given.

